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Introduction

Thank you for your interest in visiting Stepney City Farm. We hope that the experience will  
enthuse your students and help them with parts of the curriculum that can sometimes be 
hard to learn in a classroom. 

Stepney City Farm is a beautiful educational resource, working with experts in animal care, 
gardening and rural crafts. There are various projects and activities being developed on 
site including a youth volunteering programme, adult volunteering schemes, food growing, 
cafe and much more. If you would like any further information on projects at the farm or 
how it operates to discuss with your class please get in contact.

Visiting the farm gives children the opportunity to meet our animals and see how a farm 
operates within a safe and exciting environment.

We have provided this pack to help you plan a successful education session tailored to 
your specific needs.
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What is Farming?

Farming  is  the  age-old  practice  of 
producing  crops  and  livestock  for 
food,  fuel  and fibre.   The origins of 
human civilisation are closely  linked 
to the development of farming when 
hunter  gatherers  were  gradually 
replaced  by  farmers  producing  the 
first domesticated plants and animals. 

Modern  agriculture  is  a  highly 
competitive  global  industry.  What  a 
farmer  grows depends on individual 
circumstances  such  as  location, 
weather conditions, size of the farm, 
history of the area and market forces. 

The  countryside  offers  an  invaluable  teaching  resource.  Growing  plants  and  studying 
animals can help with all existing curriculum subjects, providing space for children to learn 
outside of the classroom. We hope that this information pack will give you ideas to inspire 
your pupils and get the most out of your visit.

What is a City Farm?

There are a number of City Farms around London and the UK which provide a taste of 
countryside life. They are community managed farms based in urban environments which 
give access to green space and create opportunities for people to learn, grow and spend 
time with animals. 

"For  more  than  30  years  city  farms have  provided  enjoyment  for  more  than  500,000 
Londoners a year. They have provided the only opportunity for inner city children to make 
the connections between basic facts such as milk comes from cows."

− Ken Livingstone, former Mayor of London

For more information about City Farms see the Federation of 
City  Farms  and  Community  Gardens  website: 
http://farmgarden.org.uk 
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Visit Plan

Before the Visit

• Call 020 7790 8204 and ask for Fiona or Alex to discuss your visit and arrange a date.  
We  will  need  to  ensure  that  someone  is  available  to  show  you  around  before 
confirming.  

• You will need to complete a Booking Form and return to us in order to confirm 
your visit (see Appendix 1)

• If you have not already received this you will then be emailed this Information 
Pack along with suitable Educational Resources for your class.

• Before the visit it  is important you familiarise yourself with our standard Risk 
Assessment and the HSE Advice Sheet on Avoiding Ill  Health at Open Farms 
(Appendix 2 and Appendix 3)

• Farm Staff will complete a Health and Safety Site Check before the visit to ensure 
that there are no tools left out, areas are tidy and it is a safe environment for 
children to visit.

During the Visit

• At the beginning of each tour a member of the Farm's staff will give the group a quick 
introduction to being safe on the farm.

• School staff must ensure that the Children are well behaved throughout the visit, 
don't go anywhere unsupervised and wash their hands thoroughly before leaving 
the site.

• At the end of your visit you will be required to complete a short monitoring and 
evaluation form.

Responsibilities of the Farm Responsibilities of the School

• Provide Health and Safety information to 
the Schools before the visit

• Create a safe, welcoming and 
informative environment

• Ensure someone is available to deliver 
the tour or workshop

• Meet the proposed learning outcomes

• Read the necessary Health and Safety 
information

• Ensure that the children are well 
behaved during the visit

• Provide enough Staff to supervise the 
children

• Ensure that all children wash their 
hands and arms thoroughly with 
water and soap

• Arrive at the arranged time
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Workshops on the Farm

Workshop Key 
Stage

Duration Learning Objectives Cost

Guided Farm 
Tour

Early 
years
KS1
KS2

45 mins - 1.5 
hours 

depending on 
group.

An understanding of what is 
produced on a farm and how; how 
farm animals and plants provide for 
people’s needs, and what the 
different parts of the farm are used 
for. 

£1 per child. 
(However no 
school turned 

away for lack of 
funds)

Farm to Fork: 
Food Systems.  

KS1
KS2

1.5 hours Understanding that all food comes 
from a plant or an animal, and that 
fruit and vegetables grow in the 
ground. 
Understanding that food is imported 
from all around the world as well as 
growing here.

FREE to Tower 
Hamlets schools
(£60 to others)

Plants, food 
growing & 
gardening

KS1
KS2

1.5 hours Understanding what plants need to 
grow, and that we eat different parts 
of the plant.  Practical experience of 
a seasonal gardening activity

FREE to Tower 
Hamlets schools
(£60 to others)

Use it Again! 
Waste & Cycles

KS1
KS2

1.5 hours Understanding that most rubbish 
goes to Landfill & how recycling & 
reusing can help the environment.  
Understanding that food waste can 
be composted, & that worms help to 
break it down.

FREE to Tower 
Hamlets schools
(£60 to others)

Habitats! Homes 
for plants and 

animals.

KS1
KS2

1.5 hours Understanding the food chains and 
feeding relationships within  habitats 
on the farm, how nearly all food 
chains start with a green plant, and 
how creatures are adapted to their 
environment. 

FREE to Tower 
Hamlets schools
(£60 to others)

Introduction to 
Farm Animals

KS1 1.5 hours Understanding which animals live 
on the Farm, what they need to stay 
healthy .

£60

Lifecycle of a 
Chicken

KS1 1.5 hours An understanding of a chicken's 
needs, the different stages in their 
life cycle and the differences 
between males and females.

£60

Animal Teeth & 
Feed

KS2 1.5 hours Understanding the diets of different 
animals & how this impacts on what 
kind of teeth we all have.

£60
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Curriculum Links

Subject Category Statutory Guidance

Farm to Fork: 
Food Systems. 

KS1 

D & T Cooking and 
Nutrition 

'Understand where food comes from''

Farm to Fork: 
Food Systems. 

KS2

D & T Cooking and 
Nutrition 

“Understand seasonality, and know where and 
how a variety of ingredients are grown, reared, 
caught and processed.”

Plants, Food 
Growing & 
Gardening. KS1

Science Plants '”Identify and name a variety of common wild 
and garden plants, including deciduous and 
evergreen trees”
'”Identify and describe the basic structure of a 
variety of common flowering plants, including 
trees. observe and describe how seeds and 
bulbs grow into mature plants.”
“Find out and describe how plants need water, 
light and a suitable temperature to grow and 
stay healthy.”

Plants, Food 
Growing & 
Gardening. KS2

Science Plants “Identify and describe the functions of different 
parts of flowering plants: roots, stem/trunk, 
leaves and flowers .”
“Explore the requirements of plants for life and 
growth (air, light, water, nutrients from 
soil, and room to grow) and how they vary from 
plant to plant.”
“Explore the part that flowers play in the life 
cycle of flowering plants, including pollination, 
seed formation and seed dispersal. “
“Describe the life process of reproduction in 
some plants and animals.”

Habitats: Homes 
for Plants and 
Animals KS1

Science Living  things 
and their 
Habitats

“Explore and compare the differences between 
things that are living, dead, and things that have 
never been alive.” 
“Identify that most living things live in habitats to 
which they are suited and describe how different 
habitats provide for the basic needs of different 
kinds of animals and plants, and how they 
depend on each other.” 
“Identify and name a variety of plants and 
animals in their habitats, including micro- 
habitats. “
“Describe how animals obtain their food from 
plants and other animals, using the idea 
of a simple food chain, and identify and name 
different sources of food. “

Habitats: Homes 
for Plants and 
Animals KS2

Science Living  things 
and their 
Habitats

“Recognise that living things can be grouped in 
a variety of ways.” 
“Construct and interpret a variety of food chains, 
identifying producers, predators and
prey.”
“Explore and use classification keys to help 
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group, identify and name a variety of living 
things in their local and wider environment.” 
“Recognise that environments can change and 
that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things. “ 
“Describe how living things are classified into 
broad groups according to common observable 
characteristics and based on similarities and 
differences, including micro- organisms, plants 
and animals.” 
“Give reasons for classifying plants and animals 
based on specific characteristics. “

Use it Again KS1 Science Everyday 
materials and 
their properties

“Distinguish between an object and the material 
from which it is made”
“Identify and name a variety of everyday 
materials, including wood, plastic, glass,metal, 
water, and rock”
“Compare and group together a variety of 
everyday materials on the basis of theirsimple 
physical properties.”

Use it Again KS2 Science Living things 
and their 
Habitats

“Recognise that environments can change and 
that this can sometimes pose dangers to living 
things. “ 

Introduction to 
Farm Animals 
KS1

Science Animals

Living things 
and their 
habitats

“Identify and name a variety of common animals 
including fish, amphibians, reptiles,birds and 
mammals”
“Identify and name a variety of common animals 
that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores”
“Notice that animals, including humans, have 
offspring which grow into adults”
“Find out about and describe the basic needs of 
animals, including humans, for survival (water, 
food and air)”
“Identify that most living things live in habitats to 
which they are suited and describe how different 
habitats provide for the basic needs of different 
kinds of animals and plants, and how they 
depend on each other.”
“Identify and name a variety of plants and 
animals in their habitats, including micro-
habitats.”
“Describe how animals obtain their food from 
plants and other animals, using the idea
of a simple food chain, and identify and name 
different sources of food.”

Lifecycle of a 
Chicken KS1

Science Animals

Living things 
and their 
habitats

“Find out about and describe the basic needs of 
animals, including humans, for  survival (water, 
food and air)”
“Notice that animals, including humans, have 
offspring which grow into adults”
“Find out about and describe the basic needs of 
animals, including humans, for survival (water, 
food and air)”
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Facilities and Resources

Toilets and Hand-washing Facilities: There are toilets on site located in our Rural Arts 
Centre.  We  have  male,  female  and  disabled  toilets.  All  of  these  have  handwashing 
facilities available for groups to use before they leave, eat, drink or otherwise put their  
hands near their mouths. There are additional

hand-washing stations around the farm and at the exit.

Farm Shop: We have a farm shop which sells our produce seasonally, including  fruit and 
vegetables as well as eggs from our  chickens, ducks and geese.

Café:  Our  cafe  is  open from Wednesday to  Sunday.  Weekdays it  is  open 9.30am to 
2.30pm, and weekends 10am - 4pm.  We sell hot and cold drinks, breakfast and lunch, 
cakes and snacks. 

Protective  Equipment:  There  are  some  Wellington  boots  and  gloves  available  upon 
request. Please contact directly about this to discuss.

Classroom: We have an Activity Room on site that Schools and Youth Groups can rent 
out for use at £10/hr. Please contact us directly to discuss and to book this. 

Staff: We have two part-time members of staff dedicated to working with School and Youth 
groups at the farm. Alex Collings is our current Farm Education Officer and Fiona Stone is  
our  Environmental  Education   Officer–  see the  Contact  section  of  this  pack for  more 
information.  Stepney  City  Farm is  predominantly  volunteer  run  and  has  a  number  of 
professional and dedicated volunteers to assist in running and delivering projects.

Designated Eating Areas: If you would like to have lunch on the farm please notify us 
before hand. Eating is only allowed in designated eating areas and not in other areas 
around the farm. 

NOTE: There are some areas on the farm which are not for public access. These are 
clearly signed; please do not allow the children or staff to enter these areas.
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Health and Safety on the Farm

It is important that all children and supervising adults are aware of the correct health and 
safety  guidelines.   The  risk  of  infection  is  very  small,  but  the  disease  caused  by  an 
infection  could  be  serious.   By  following  the  simple  guidelines,  which  are  similar  to 
everyday basic hygiene recommendations, the risk can be easily minimised.  The Health & 
Safety Executive has produced guidelines about avoiding ill  health at open farms (see 
Appendix 1). This advises teachers and others who organise visits for children to farms on 
controlling the risk of infections from the animals the children may contact during their visit.

Stepney City Farm has a standard Risk Assessment for Schools and Youth Groups visiting 
for  a  tour  (see Appendix 2).  Please make yourself  familiar  with  this  before coming.  A 
member of staff will also give a brief introduction to Health and Safety when the group 
arrives.

During and after the visit, please make sure that the Children

• Do not kiss any animals

• Do not put fingers in or near their mouths

• Do not climb on the animal fencing

• Do  not  chase,  frighten  or  torment  the 
animals

• Always wash their hands and arms with hot 
water and soap before leaving the farm and 
eating or drinking

• Clean  or  change  their  footwear  before 
leaving

• Listen carefully  and follow the instructions 
given by farm staff

If a member of your group shows signs of illness (e.g. sickness or diarrhea) after a visit,  
advise them or their parent/guardian to visit the doctor and explain that they have had 
recent contact with animals.

Teachers are invited to carry out a pre-visit to the farm for free to assess risk and become 
familiar with the site.

9



Learning Outcomes

We have an Education Pack for Key Stage 1 groups which 
can be provided upon request. The farm is also looking to 
develop packs for  the other  Key Stage groups.  This  will 
include  resources  and  activities  that  can  help  you  meet 
your  curriculum  needs.  Please  contact  our  Education 
Worker  for  more  information  about  this  (see  the  contact 
sheet later in this pack).

Key Stage 1: At Key Stage 1, the farm visit can widen the 
pupils’  first-hand  experience  in  a  whole  range  of  visual, 
tactile  and other  sensory  situations.   Within  this  are  the 
important messages of the life cycle and seasonal change. 
There  are  also  a  wealth  of  opportunities  for  developing 
language and literacy skills.  

Key Stage 2:  At Key Stage 2, the visit can stimulate and 
excite  pupils’  curiosity  and  allow  them  to  apply  their 
knowledge  and  understanding  of  ideas.   Pupils  can 
consider the farm as a good example of an environment 

affected by human activity, think about attitudes to farming, the rural environment and the 
conflicts  of  interest  that  arise.  They  talk  about  their  work  and  its  significance,  and 
communicate their ideas using a wide range of language.

Key Stage 3: At Key Stage 3 many different subject requirements can be satisfied.  For 
example in history, the adaptation of farm buildings over the centuries can offer first-hand 
evidence of social and technological changes.  This readily promotes the skills of handling  
and assessing.  Pupils can investigate and debate a wide range of complex issues and 
begin to understand the environmental, social and economic implications.

Key Stage 4: At Key Stage 4 farm visits can be used as a focus for both academic and 
vocational subjects.  Through contact with farmers, pupils can gain an understanding of  
the real life application of skills within the workplace and engage with contemporary issues 
such as factory farming, environmental management and the resurgence of rural crafts.
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Additional Activities and Projects

Incubators  for  Schools  Programme:  We  run  an  Incubator  project  with  Schools 
throughout  the  Spring  and  Summer,  providing  all  of  the  necessary  advice,  support,  
resources and equipment for classes to hatch chicks. 

Cost: £100 for 1 incubator. Discounts in place if you order more than 1.

Rural Arts Centre: We have people skilled in woodwork, pottery and blacksmithing on 
site. All of our artists have experience of working with children and school groups. Would 
you like one of them to come to your School to build raised beds, a chicken house or a 
sculpture with your classes? 

Cost: Please contact for specific projects

Show and Tell: For a focused session on a specific animal a farmer and a small animal 
can come into your classes to introduce the animal to the children, handle them in a safe 
environment and answer any questions.

Cost: £90 for 3 hours or £70 for 2 hours

Work  Experience:  We  offer  individual  work  experience  placements  for  Key  Stage  4 
students  wanting  to  gain  experience  of  working  on  a  farm,  caring  for  animals  and 
gardening.

Farm Packages: The farm  works with three local Nursery schools and one primary school 
to develop year long packages of activities with the farm. These can include lessons on 
the farm, show and tell sessions in schools,  and workshops with the Rural Arts Centre. 
We  are  keen  to  develop  similar  lasting  relationships  with  other  Nursery  and  Primary 
Schools in the area. If you would like to arrange a time to discuss this then please get in 
contact. We are happy to work with Schools to develop tailored one-off activities and long 
term projects.

Cost: varies depending on the project

Please Note:

We can  provide  alternative  activities  for  many  of  the  workshops  in  case  of  very  bad 
weather, however tours may have to be postponed .  Please ensure the children bring 
suitable clothes for the weather including raincoats as we prefer to go outside in the case  
of rain.

Where  staff  absences  are  unavoidable,  for  example  in  case  of  serious  illness  or  
emergency, we will offer you alternatives; for example a Self Guided tour on the day of 
your booking, or a postponement of the booking to a convenient time. 
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Contact Information and Further Resources

MAIN POINT OF CONTACT FOR SCHOOLS & YOUTH GROUPS
Alex Collings, Farm Education Officer
Fiona Stone, Environmental Education Officer
Telephone Number: 020 7790 8204
Email: youth@stepneycityfarm.org

BLACKSMITHING
Neil Steel
www.designblacksmith.co.uk
Telephone|: 07900 940 750

GREEN WOODWORK
Barn the Spoon
http://barnthespoon.blogspot.co.uk/

POTTERY
Jessica Joslin
http://www.jessjos.com/

Useful Websites:

Compassion in World Farming: http://www.ciwf.org.uk/ 

Countryside Foundation for Education: http://www.countrysidefoundation.org.uk

Farming and Countryside Education: http://www.face-online.org.uk

Farms for Schools: http://www.farmsforschools.org.uk

Food for Life: http://www.foodforlilfe.org.uk

Growing Schools: http://www.growingschools.org.uk

Health and Safety Executive: http://www.hse.gov.uk

Learning Outside the Classroom: http://www.lotc.org.uk

London Wildlife Trust (Green Schools Project): http://www.wildlondon.org.uk

School Farms: School Farms:   www.farmgarden.org.uk/schoolfarms   

School Food Matters:   http://www.schoolfoodmatters.com   

Soil Association:   http://www.soilassociation.org/Schools/   

Think Food and Farming:   http://www.thinkfoodandfarming.org.uk/   
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BOOKING FORM FOR SCHOOL VISITS

Name of School or Youth Group:

Name of teacher:

Email: Telephone:

No. of children

Any special requirements? 
(eg SEN, EAL, wheelchair 
access)

Year Group

Preferred Date(s) of Visit 

AM or PM?

Please tick which services you require:

Required?

Self Guided Tour (free but donations accepted)

Literacy Trail (free but donations accepted)

Guided Tour (suggested donation £1 per child)

Nursery School / Reception workshop: Introduction to Farm Animals (£60)

KS1: Introduction to Farm Animals and their Needs (£60)

KS1: The Life Cycle of a Chicken (£60)

KS2: Animal Teeth and Feed (£60)

KS1/KS2: Farm to Fork: Food Systems (FREE to schools in Tower 
Hamlets)

KS1/KS2: Use it Again! Waste and Cycles (FREE to schools in Tower 
Hamlets)

KS1/KS2: Plants, Food Growing & Gardening (FREE to schools in Tower 
Hamlets)

KS1/KS2: Habitats: Homes for plants and animals (FREE to schools in 
Tower Hamlets)
Do you require somewhere indoors to eat your lunch? (£10 charge)                    YES    /    NO

Have you already received an Information Pack for Visiting Stepney City Farm?          YES    /   NO
Please outline what work, if any, your class has already done on this topic:

Please complete this form and return to y  outh@stepneycityfarm.org    in order to book a visit to the 
farm. We will then be in contact via email to confirm the booking.
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Stepney City Farm, Stepney Way, London, E1 3DG
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What are 
the 
hazards?

Who might 
be harmed 
and how?

What are you 
already doing?

What further action 
is necessary?

Action 
by who?

Action by 
when?

Animals There is a 
possibility 
that some of 
the animals 
might bite the 
Children if 
they put their 
hands in to 
the animal 
enclosures. 
They could 
also be 
harmed if any 
of the larger 
animals 
escaped.

Animals are kept 
enclosed unless farm 
staff are supervising 
visitors handling them.

Signs are around the 
farm reminding people 
that the animals may 
bite.

Daily H&S Site Checks 
take place to ensure 
that the animals are 
enclosed.

If handling animals with 
visitors talk to people 
about the risk and show 
them how to handle them 
correctly. 

H&S introduction at the 
beginning of the tour to 
remind people the animals 
may bite.

Specific Site Check just 
before the group arrives to 
ensure animals safe and 
enclosed.

Farm Staff

Farm Staff

Farm Staff

Ongoing

At the 
beginning of 
each tour

Just before 
the group 
arrives

E-coli and 
other 
zoonoses

Staff and 
visitors may 
be harmed if 
they eat, put 
their hands 
near their 
face or leave 
without 
washing their 
hands and 
arms. Young 
people are 
especially at 
risk of 
becoming 
acutely ill if 
infected.

Hand washing facilities 
are provided for staff 
and visitors.

Signs are located next 
to hand-washing 
facilities with 
instructions on proper 
hand-washing.

There are a number of 
signs around the farm 
reminding people to 
wash their hands.

Daily H&S Site Check 
to ensure that the 
cleanliness around the 
farm and the signs 
reminding people to 
wash their hands are 
maintained.

Contact with the 
animals only takes 

During Health and Safety 
talk when groups arrive 
they should be reminded 
to wash their hands and 
arms with hot water before 
leaving. Also to remind 
everyone not to put their 
hands near their face 
whilst at the farm.

Information Pack to be 
created and sent to 
schools before they visit to 
ensure teachers and 
group leaders are aware 
of the importance of good 
hygiene. To include 
information on;
• Hand-washing 

facilities
• E-coli 0157
• Designated eating 

area(s)
• Supervision

Farm Staff

Education 
Worker

At the 
beginning of 
each tour

Ongoing
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place when there is 
sufficient supervision 
by farm staff.

• Route of tour
• Risk Assessment 

template

Provide washing facilities 
for footwear at the exit of 
the farm.

Health and 
Safety 
Committee

ASAP

Walking on 
the farm

Workers and 
visitors risk 
injury if they 
slip or trip on 
any tools, 
water, hose 
pipe or other 
materials that 
haven't been 
put away.

Daily H&S Site Checks 
to ensure tools and 
other hazards are 
cleared away.

Staff to be vigilant and 
keep an eye out for 
potential slip and trip 
hazards.

Specific H&S Site Check 
prior to the group arriving.

Information Pack to be 
created and sent to 
schools before they visit to 
ensure teachers and 
group leaders are aware 
of H&S issues. To include 
information on;
• Suitable clothing and 

footwear to avoid 
accidents

• Responsibility  of 
teachers / group 
leaders for ensuring 
group discipline

Teachers and group 
leaders responsible for 
ensuring group stays 
together and is well 
behaved

Farm Staff

Farm Staff

Education 
Worker

Staff / 
Group 
leaders

Ongoing

Before a 
group arrives

Before the 
visit

Throughout 
the visit

Duck Pond The duck 
pond could 
cause serious 
injury to a 
child if they 
were to fall in.

Signs warning people 
that there is deep water 
inside.

Gate kept shut at all 
times.

Daily H&S Site Checks 
to ensure that the duck 
pond is closed and that 
the surrounding area is 
safe.

Specific Site Check to 
ensure that the duck pond 
is closed and that the 
surrounding area is safe 
just before the group 
arrives.

Children to be supervised 
when looking at the ducks 
and not to climb on fence 
surrounding the pond. 

Staff to remind the whole 
group to stick together 
when giving Health and 
Safety talk.

Farm Staff

Teachers 
and Group 
Leaders

Farm Staff

Just before 
the group 
arrives.

Throughout 
the tour

At the 
beginning of 
each visit

Tool Sheds Children 
could cause 
themselves 
harm if they 
were to gain 
access to the 
tool sheds as 

Daily H&S Site Checks 
completed to ensure 
that the tool sheds are 
kept shut.

Specific H&S Site Check 
to ensure that these are 
shut just before the group 
arrives.

Farm Staff Just before 
the group 
arrives.
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there is 
equipment 
inside.

Feed Shed Children 
could cause 
themselves 
harm if they 
were to gain 
access in to 
the feed shed 
and tried to 
eat any of the 
animal food.

Daily H&S Site Safety 
Checks completed to 
ensure that the feed 
sheds are kept shut.

Specific H&S Site Check 
to ensure that these are 
shut just before the group 
arrives.

Farm Staff Just before 
the group 
arrives.

The Forge Children 
could be 
seriously 
injured if they 
were to gain 
entry in to the 
forge where 
there is fire, 
heavy tools 
and 
machinery.

The forge is only open 
when people are 
working in there and 
closed when not.

Health & Safety Talk to 
remind people to stay 
together and not to go 
anywhere unsupervised.

Farm Staff At the 
beginning of 
each visit.

Kitchen Children 
could cause 
themselves 
serious injury 
if they were to 
gain entry in 
to the kitchen 
where there 
is hot water, 
the oven and 
other 
electrical 
equipment.

Groups are not allowed 
in the kitchen area 
unsupervised.

Health & Safety talk to 
remind people to stay 
together and not to go 
anywhere unsupervised.

Farm Staff At the 
beginning of 
each visit.

Stingy 
Nettles

Children, staff 
and visitors 
are likely to 
be stung by 
nettles that 
grow very 
quickly 
around 
animal 
enclosures 
and along 
path ways 
around the 
farm.

The paths are 
randomly cleared of 
stingy nettles when 
there are volunteering 
days.

Regular path clearing 
sessions with volunteers 
to be included in task list.

Take responsibility for 
ensuring upkeep and 
maintenance of pathways.

Health & Safety talk to 
remind people to watch 
out for stingy nettles.

Farm Staff 
and 
Volunteers

Farm Staff 

Farm Staff

When 
necessary 
but regularly

Ongoing

At the 
beginning of 
each visit

Hazardous 
Plants

Small 
children may 
try to eat 
some of the 

Staff and teachers to be 
watchful of small children 
around plants.

Farm Staff 
and 
Teachers

Ongoing
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plants and 
may become 
sick as a 
result. For 
example the 
leaves of 
rhubarb 
plants are 
poisonous. 

It is more likely for children 
under 5 to put things in 
their mouths who are 
always visiting with a 
responsible adult. Health 
and Safety talk to remind 
the group to stay together 
and for the adults to watch 
out for this.

Farm Staff At the 
beginning of 
each visit.

Hot Tap Children, 
Visitors and 
Staff may 
harm 
themselves if 
using the tap 
outside which 
gets 
extremely 
hot.

There is a sign warning 
people that the 
temperature gets really 
hot.

When taking groups to 
wash their hands warn 
that this tap can get really 
hot and advise them to 
use the taps in the toilets 
instead.

Farm Staff At the end of 
the tour.

Getting lost Children may 
cause 
themselves 
harm if they 
were to get 
lost, leave the 
group or 
leave the 
farm.

Teachers and group 
leaders to be responsible 
for ensuring that the 
children remain together 
at all times.

Information Pack sent to 
teachers and youth groups 
beforehand to ensure they 
are aware it is their 
responsibility to ensure 
that the group stays 
together.

H&S Introduction to 
remind everyone to stay 
together at all times.

Teachers 
and Group 
Leaders

Education 
Worker

Farm Staff

Throughout 
the tour

Before the 
tour

At the 
beginning of 
the tour

Tools and 
other Farm 
Equipment

Children and 
Young People 
could cause 
themselves or 
each other 
harm if they 
were to 
handle or use 
farm 
machinery.

Daily Health and Safety 
Site Check completed 
to ensure that no tools / 
equipment is left 
unattended.

Specific H&S Site Check 
to be completed just 
before the group arrives.

Children and Young 
People to be supervised at 
all times throughout the 
tour.

Farm Staff

Teachers 
and Group 
Leaders

Just before 
the group 
arrives

Throughout 
the visit

Weather Dependent 
upon time of 
year the 
children may 
get sun burnt, 

Visitors to wear suitable 
clothing for the type of 
year.

Information Pack to be 

Teachers 
and 
students.

Education 

For the visit

Before the 
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be too cold or 
get wet 
resulting in 
illness.

created and sent to 
schools before they arrive, 
including advise on 
suitable clothing.

School Staff to ensure that 
the children visitors are 
aware of what they need 
to wear.

Worker.

Teachers 
and Group 
Leaders

visit

Before the 
visit
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